
	
		

	
	

Kenneth Chacón is a native of Fresno, California where he spent much 
of his youth and part of his adult life involved in gangs and drugs. He 
received his MFA from Fresno State in 2004. His work has appeared in 
San Joaquin Review, Cimmaron Review, Poetry Quarterly, and BorderSenses, 
among others. He lives with his wife and children and teaches English 
and Chicano Studies at Fresno City College. He hopes that through his 
writing, he can reach the ones who need comfort, the hurt, the lost, the 
broken, so somehow, impossible as it once seemed, he can welcome 
light into a dark world. 
 
 
	

As writer, poet and influential teacher with the UCLA Extension Writers 
program Suzanne Lummis is among the best-known figures in the Los 
Angeles literary community. She was among the principal avatars of the Los 
Angeles and Long Beach based movement of the 90s, Stand-up Poetry—a 
sensibility that combines literary sophistication with the humor and 
irreverence of performance poetry.  Additionally, through her poems and 
essays, she’s associated with the Poem Noir, a style influenced by the dark 
themes, chiseled beauty and witty dialogue of the black and white crime 
movies of the 40s and 50s. Her poems have appeared in The Hudson Review, 
Antioch Review, Ploughshares, New Ohio Review, Plume, The American Journal of 
Poetry and The New Yorker.  Her most recent collection, Open 24 Hours, won 
the Blue Poetry Prize and was published by Lynx House Press. Suzanne 
edited Wide Awake: Poets of Los Angeles and Beyond (Pacific Coast Poetry 
Series/Beyond Baroque Books), one of The Los Angeles Times’ Ten Best 
Books of 2015. 
 
 

California artist Dixie Salazar was born in Chicago, Illinois and 
studied art at California State University, Fresno. Also an author, 
activist, and educator, she has been a working artist and writer for 
more than forty years. Her work has been described as rich in the color 
and iconography of her Spanish heritage, with a passion for life. Her 
paintings are a combination of flowing forms, vivid color, and strong 
design elements, often imbued with mystery and ambiguity. Her work 
sometimes accesses found objects and appropriated images from old 
advertisements, coloring books and other historical sources.  Dixie 
published her first novel, Limbo in 1995, and three volumes of poetry, 
Hotel Fresno, Reincarnation of the Commonplace, and Blood Mysteries by 
University of Arizona Press. Her volume of poetry, Flamenco Hips and 
Red Mud Feet was published by University of Arizona Press in 2010. 
Altar for Escaped Voices is now available from Tebot Bach. Her newest 
novel is a young adult fantasy titled Carmen and Chia Mix Magic.  
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Featuring: Kenneth Chacón, Dixie Salazar, and Suzanne Lummis 
Saturday, March 25th �  5 PM — 8 PM �  Smittcamp Alumni House 

For more information, see our event page on Facebook:  
http://www.facebook.com/events/619825251560181/ 

  


